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2008-present Assistant Professor, Department of Linguistics and English, Brigham 

Young University 
 
EDUCATION    
 
2008   Ph.D. in Linguistics, University of California, Los Angeles 

Dissertation title: Subject Positions in Marshallese 
   Committee: Anoop Mahajan (Chair), Pamela Munro, Timothy Stowell, 

Alessandro Duranti, Mark Hale   
 
2002 M.A. in English, concentration in Linguistics, Arizona State University 
   Thesis title: The Marshallese Complementizer Phrase 
   Committee: Elly vanGelderen (Chair), Dawn Bates, Karen L. Adams 
 
1996   B.A in English, Brigham Young University 
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University of Pennsylvania Working Papers in Linguistics. 14: Iss. 1, Article 27. 



Munro, Pamela, Virgil Lewis, and Nicole Gfroerer, with Marcus Smith, Andrew Byrd, Kevin 
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America, Chicago, IL. 
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICE & MEMBERSHIP 
 
2010 Linguistics 430 Learning Outcome Committee Chair 
 
2010 Linguistics 430 Learning Outcome Committee Chair 
 
2009-present Marshallese Language Expert, Syntactic Structures of the World’s 

Languages, http://sswl.railsplayground.net 
 
2009-2010  Linguistics Department Faculty Award Committee 
 
2008-present  Graduate Student Society Faculty advisor 
 
2005 Organizing Committee Member, the 12th Meeting of the Austronesian 

Formal Linguistics Association, UCLA 



AWARDS AND HONORS    
 
2011   ORCA Grant, Brigham Young University 
 Research advisor for Marco Mora Huizar, $1500 award 
 
2010   Mentoring Environment Grant, Brigham Young University 

Granted $20,000 for research project on Marshallese second language 
acquisition 
 

2010   Humanities College Research Grant, Brigham Young University 
Granted $600 for research project on Marshallese wh- questions 
 

2007-2008 Dissertation Year Fellowship, UCLA 
 
2007 Quality of Graduate Education Fellowship, UCLA 

Granted funds for fieldwork in the Marshall Islands 
 
2007 Language Research Fellowship, UCLA 

Granted funds for fieldwork in the Marshall Islands 
 
2006 Lenart Graduate Travel Fellowship, UCLA 

Granted funds for fieldwork in the Marshall Islands 
 
2005 Linguistics Department LSA Fellowship, UCLA 
 
2005 Language Research Fellowship, UCLA 
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2003   Summer Research Mentorship, with Prof. Anoop Mahajan, UCLA 
 
2002-2003, ’05-06 Pauley Foundation Fellowship, UCLA 
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BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY  
 
Linguistics 330 Introduction to Linguistics  
Linguistics 430 Theoretical Syntax  
Linguistics 602 Foundations: Structure 
English Language 325 The Grammar of English 
English Language 223 Introduction to English 
 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES 
 
Linguistics 1 Introduction to the Study of Language. TA and Instructor 
Linguistics 20 Introduction to Linguistics. TA and Instructor 



Linguistics 110 Introduction to Historical Linguistics. TA 
Linguistics 114 American Indian Linguistics. TA 
Linguistics 120B Syntax 1. TA 
Linguistics 127 Syntactic Typology and Universals. TA 
Linguistics 495 College Teaching of Linguistics. Instructor  
 
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE 
 
Instructor, Elite English Camp. Seoul, Korea 
Instructor, Rio Salado College. Tempe, AZ 
Instructor & Curriculum Designer, Hi.English.com. Tempe, AZ 
 
FIELDWORK    
 
Summer 2006, 2007, 2010: Research conducted on Marshallese in the Republic of the Marshall 
Islands, 2004-2006:  Fieldwork on Kiche, Los Angeles, CA 
2001-present: Fieldwork on Marshallese, Los Angeles, CA and Salt Lake City, UT 
1996-1998: Missionary in the Republic of the Marshall Islands and the Federated States of 
Micronesia (non-linguistic related) 
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